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Pſalm xlv1. 0. 0 4/54 wg 


" The - = - Bj. ove 
Br STILL, AND KNOW THAT 1 am GOD. bs | 


"Fn I'S Plato "6 RARE is eadoulated fav | 
a day of trouble, becauſe it expreſſeth the-con- 
fidence of the churchin GO D,. and ſets-before 
vs the moſt animating. conſiderations! vs Be 7 
« GOD is our refuge and ſtrength, a very. - 
preſent help in trouble.” He 1s the believer's x 
refuge, -to which he may fly for ſafety ;' andihia: -* 
firength, by, which he' tnay be ſuſtained-urider> / 1} 
the weight of. greateſt-trials. - Yes,” my brew | q 
thren, he-is ' *-a tery preſent help'imtrouble?* : 
Then we feel we want him-moſt; [and then'ir : 
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is;'that-he puts underneath his everlaſting arm. ; 
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tic, CC was deſigned by the Pl miſt to convey. 
che pleaſing truth with greater Tergy | 


Hs adds, © Therefore-will not wefeargthough 
the earth be removed, and though the moun- 


3» 


tains be carried into the midſt of the ſea. V. 2. 


Tarxsz expreſſions; are highly figurative— 
as much as to ſay, *©* Amidſt the wreck of 
nature, and the —_ of worlds,” 
ous revolutions that take place among the /na- 
tions, the-church will truſt iin GOD, and fear 
no-evil.. *« GOD is 4n the midſt of her, ſhe 
ſhall not be-moved ;/G O:D- ſhall belp her, and 


__—— T_T V.'5. 


or the vari- 


: «© Tax heathen ak the kingdoms were 

moved”: denoting great troubles in the poli- 
tical-'and (religious world. © He uttered. his 
voice, ''the-:earth . melted. The LORD 'of 
Hoſts'is withius ; the GOD of Jacob is our 
— "Selah, 170 $ 6, He faith to his 
people, 


6 F ] 
people, in the time of greateſt aflitions, Be | 
fill, and know that T am GOD. 7 


I. Tnzsz words imply, that good men s 
are apt to entertain wrong thoughts * Nl 
and tempers, in a time of affliction. - 


- 


N. Trar it is their duty and intereſt to | | 
be fill ; and that nothing tends ſo imme- & 
diately to produce this temper, as a juſt *: 
knowledge of the divine character. 74 


I. Goop men are apt, to entertain wrong | | 
thoughts and tempers, in a time of affiction. "I 


CE] 


Tr beſt of men have a body of fin to'be- : 
wail and oppoſe ; 'which too often prevails: 
againſt them. *T find then a law,” ſays Paul, 
« that when I would do good, evil is preſent with 
me.” The good I would, I do not; the evil ; 
I would not, that I do.” This is the common : 
language of real Chriſtians, and of them only. "4 
Men who remain ina ſtate of unbelief, general- F 
ly fin without controvl ; excepting at thoſe times 7” 
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Then they: fel the,checks of conſcience,. after 
the .commiſſion. ,of. particular, crimes... And 
{ then 4t is not the principle of ſin that they 


lament, but the a7, Whereas the godly.man 


bewails the principle of corruption, though 
It only ftruggles, within, and has..never iſſued 
in any-open at; becauſe he hates fin itſelf for 
1s, own.turpitude, avd oppoſition. to, the divine 
nature.; -» Though, he could: be ſecured from the 
punſbmeng, .it wovld not leſſen his, hatred of 
fin, becaule.he hates: whateyer.he knows to be 
contrary to the divine attributes. His proſpect 
Forgiveneſs, through the redemption that igin 
- HRAST,, is, ways connefted with-great 
ſelf-loathing, and oppoſition to fin. Having 
been; forgiven much, he, loves much; and. can- 
nor. Dear to,offend that -G O D- whois /glorioug 
in hatingf, -and; rich, io :merey, to all who call 


* ypeg bim..., = [Like Joſeph, becries, when trempt= 
Qs, How ſhall 1 do, this [8reat. wickedneſs, 


qnd-fr acainf, GOP? He watches, his heart, 
nd:en endeavoureth.to keep: it with, all diligence; 


4 Weng Lempers) apt to prevail, when! 
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dulges'a diſpoſition ro repine. If the partnet # 


C97 78 | 

Seveas pains produce impatience, if he'is  \ 
not upon his guard ; and after all his watchful- 
neſs, he is ſenſible"rhar his heart "1s apt to free, 
againſt the Lord. 
War he meets with diſappointments in buſi- 
neſs, fickneſs and death inhis family, or among ; 
his tendereſt connexions, his common faule'is, to ; 
look at the dark fide only ; and by keeping his 
trials ever in View; he forgets GOD, and In- | 


3.4 $34 =* 


down, he clots ſolitude, chat he may indulge "8 
his grief; which is greatly heightened, *b LY: 2, 
recolleftion of 'the” many pleaſing hours Ss; 7a 

had enjoyed together ; and how much His hap- 
pineſs depended-oni the objet+ now torn from 7 
him.) Ofcen, irvideay does he-$0110'the Bdve, | | 
co: weep there. | Thus a-veil is drawn) over )all 
his remaining comforts ; and in the loſs of ox: 14 
bleſing, he forgets the many that ſurround him. 
How vngrateful the tian, who thill" refuſes t© | 
fing of * mercy, "xs well as odament* 1247 hes | + 
are always blended in the divine Fcongmy. In | | 


#3 
the moſt diſtreſſing ſcenes, let us not forget to 


| bleſs the Author of the mercies and comforts 
remaining in our poſſeſſion, 


BuT it is a happy circumſtance, that theſe 
feelings do. not always laſt; their continuance 
would quite unfit us. for every duty of life, 
Firſt icopreſſions are indeed. moſt ſenſibly felt ; 
bur time. will leſſen the degree of painful ſenſi- 
bility, and leave the mind at liberty to indulge 
rational and religious refletions, There are, 
however, ſome trials that follow vs through life ; 
ſuch as the death of a dear fiend, or much lov- 
ed relative. . Various occurrences bring him 
daily into view, and open afreſh. the avenues of 

« Her Jong ſtill vibrates in my raviſo'd car, 

_ Still melting there, and with ' voluptuous pain 


(0 40 forget ber ') FRE through my heart *,” 


SoMTIMEs good, men think their aftlitions 
are uncommonly great- t—thac chey are the eftets 


of Mie anger—thar they ſhall certainly faint 


in 
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'® Night Thoughts. 
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in the day of adverfity—or, that they are all Ji 
againſt them. But there are many reaſons why || 
the ever bleſſed GOD correts his people. ; 
They have wrong tempers, which muſt be ſub- | 
dued ;—are guilty of immoderate love of the i 
world—are in danger of being carried away 
with, proſperity. Influenced by their fooliſh, 
fickle hearts, they ſoon forget a Frm 5nd] 
in mercy therefore the LORD repeats the 
ſtroke. He caſts them into the furnace of | 
affliction ; which, in ſome caſes, is heated 
ſeven times hotter : Yet all che fruit thereof i 
to take away fin. If fo, 
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| IT. IT is both our duty and intereſt to OM 
fill : 


1. Taxis cannot mean that we ſhould ens 
deavour to harden ourſelves againſt trouble, Re- 
ligion never was defigned to make foics of 
| us ; they affirmed, that mankind ought to be 
| alike unmoved with |proſperity and adverſity, 
| Were we deſtitute: of thoſe tender ſenſibilities; 
which are equally the'fource of pains and plca- 

B ſures; 


'P 
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ſures, we ſhould be unfit for the preſent life ; 
which is a ſtate of friendſhip and ſociety. An 
unfeeling huſband; wife or child, would be a 
kind-of monſter; » How would either properly 
diſcharge the relative or ſocial duties, if deſti- 
tute of ſympathy and: love ?—-Theſe amiable 
and -ufeful paſſions enable us to pay every 
neceſſary and: kind: attention to: objefts in difſ- 
treſs—With what) ſolicitude do'we watch our 
Friends when ſick, through long and gloomy 
hdights ; and: how willing to attend to 5 all the 
offices of friendſhip. 


BuT how irkſome would be the taſk, and 
tow ſoon ſhould we" be fatigued, were it not 
for that warm affetion we have for them, and 


Re 


' prevailing deſire to leſſen their diſtreſs —To 


root but thofe-uſeful-paſſions,or ts prevent their 
betieficial influence, could nor be the deſign or 
We divine Author of the text. 

«2. Nor does this uprtlibe imply, that we 
ought to bide all our ſorrows from our friends. 
This would be a ſevere injunQion, becauſe one 
part 
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part of the happineſs of friendſhip conliſts.1n an- 
unreſerved converſation, eſpecially in a day of | 
affliction: Thence, ariſeth a great degree. of | 
ſupport. * Iron ſharpeneth iron; ſo a man 
ſharpeneth the countenance of. his friend ?”, In | 
this caſe, ** Two are better than. one ;—for if | 
they fall, the ' one will lift up his fellow-: Bur | 
wo to him that is alone when he falleth; for | 
he hath not another |to help him up.” | 


+ 


Taz importance. of real friendſhip, perhaps, |: 
was never more ſtrikingly exemplified, than in |; ; 
the caſe of David and Jonathan : Their ſouls, *: © 4 


their joys and ſorrows, were one ; ahd their |; 
attachment /increaſed with their trials, - ++ 


In a ſeaſon of proſperity, we ſeem to” have | 
many friends ; but they fall-off in crouds, like ji 
leaves in autumn, | when poverty and diſtreſs ! 
overtake us ;. the very time when we' wahbr © 
them moſt ;—Such is human nature,—A faith- Ke 
ful friend is hard to find : But having found ' n_ 
him, believe me, his. price is above- rubies. | 
When preſſed with..numerous ſotrows, to hitn | Pa 
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[ 12 ] 

you may fly, and tell him all your heart. He 
will not diſappoint. your confidence, but- help 
you to bear your heavy load. Such a friend 
emphatically is JESUS CHRIST, who 
ſticketh cloſer than a brother : © The ſame 
yeſterday, to-day and forever ;” whoſe lan- 
guage to his afflicted people 1s, be fill. —— 


4. Nor that they ſhould ſit- with folded arms 


in a day of trouble, or indulge to diſcourage- | 


ment and inaQtivity : On the contrary, new trials 
always call them to new exertions, and to en- 
gage in new duties.— This 1s particularly the 
caſe, when either of the heads of a family is cut 


down. . When.a huſband and a father falls, the 
bereaved widow and children ſorely feel the 


effes of the ſtroke in the derangement of his 
buſineſs and plans. Their dependence on him 
isat an end, Once perhaps they were amply pro- 
vided for, without their own care or labour. 
Now the anxious and afflited mother muſt do 
- double duty ; fill her own place, and rhat of her 
dear departed friend ; for the whole care of the 
family devolves on her, How changed her 
ſituation, 
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firuation, though plenty ſmile around ! "But MY 
poverty be added "to all her other trials, how. . 
great is her afflition'! | i | 


x. 


Sr. *& IL TT WY 
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Ir, on the other hand, death arreſts an affec- 
tionate wife and a tender mother, a' veil is/ | 
drawn at once oyer "all domeſtic happineſs.'\ 
« She looked well to the ways of her routrold,5 
and did not eat the bread of idleneſs.—Her', 
children” ariſe up, and call her” bleſſed ; ber” 'o | 
huſband alſo, and he' praiſeth Her.” ' His duty; F 
is therefore encreaſed; for, beſides his atten- 
tion to buſineſs abroad; all the concerns of the. ; 
family fall upon him.” His ſorrows are mul- | 
tiplied, and with them his cares. Yer it be-: ; 
comes him to be ſtill ; not diſcouraged, or in-| 
ative : 


Bur in the way of duty to wait on G O D 
for the iſſue, with abſolute ſubmiſſion, 


Txsz Iſraclites at the Red Sea, when pand 
by Pharaoh, and hedged in on every fide, were - 
in a dangerous condition,The ſea in PO 


[ 1s ] 


the Egyptians in their rear in full purſuic ; on 
the'right hand and.0n the left rocks inacceMſ- 
ble.—-What could they 'do ?-Not the leaſt 


proſpe&t of eſcape remained to them.——This, 


my-brethren,. -was:the L OR D's time to in- 


terpoſe : , Therefore Moſes thus addrefied them ; 
wm Stand fill, and ſee the ſalvation of the 
LO RD, which be will ſhew to you to-day,” — 
As if. he ſaid, be not diſmayed; for greater 
is. he whois. for;:you, than they who. are 
againit-you-: Wait on the LORD, and he 


will deliver you.—-Or; as David exprefles him-, 


ielf;1 66 fill : That is, be patient and ſubmiC- 
hve. under.all, your: trials, «I was dumb, I 


opened .not my-mouth,?  fays. he; < becauſe * 


thou didlkt it, wn . 


AND know that I am GOD: A moſt 
folemn and expreſiive ſentence ; exhibiting 
«a ſea of matter in.a drop, of language.” — 
To do which was the boaſt of ancient Greeks 
butis. indeed the-peculiar excellence of the in- 
ſpiced. writings.——What majeſty, what _ gran» 
SRNrcz; Permit me. to. arreſt .your. atten» 


tion, 


0 'I$ 3 
tion, while I repeat'the ſublime, the wonderful. 
ſentence. * JE HOV AH ſpeaks to-his afli&<: 
ed, diſconſolate friends, borne down with compli-*# 
cated ſorrows, ſaying, be fill ; [fear thou not, | 
for I am with thee : Be not diſmayed: T1 am thy: 
G O D : I will trengthen thee ; yea, T will h , : 
thee ; yea I will uphold thee with the right hand, 
of my righteouſneſs?” Tfa. xli. ro.) And knot + 
that Tam GOD; poſſeſſed of all poſible "per. - 
fetions. Turn off! your atterition "frotn »- if 
trials to me, in whom you ſhall find enough to | 
make you happy, through time, and in eter- * 
nity. Know, that T have wiſdom to guide you 
— power to ſupport you—and all LA: to 
ſupply you.—Know that T never change; 1 
fore, though I corre#, T will not defroy you. £ 
Though I cauſe grief, 1 will have' compaſſion | I 
according to the multirude of my mercies.” ? | 

| neo % 


MT ny 


KNOW that Tam GOD, therefore at \| 
the head of all things, direQing all events in | 
fuch a manner, as ſhall” beſt ſubſerve' my ' * 
vaſt deſigns. If you meer with' trials great F 
an many, remember," faith the LORD, $ 
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they are neceſſary parts of my fixed plan of 
moral government.—-It muſt ' be ſo, however 


painful it may be to you. 


Wez ſhould bear in mind, my brethren, that 
G&O D ſees the end from the beginning, and 
that the moſt minute events are under his con- 
troul ; even the trifling'ſparrow doth not fall to 
the ground without his knowledge : It follows, 
that, in the concluſion, the whole ſhall ifſue in 
the more ample diſplay of divine glory, and the 
PF” good of thoſe who love. G OD, and are the 
calted according to his purpoſe. 


KNOW that I aw G O D—therefore have 
a ſovereign right to diſpole of you-and yours, 
as I pleaſe. If ſo, it is our incumbent duty 
to receive all the bleſſings which he lends us, 
with gratitude, and to refign them at his call 
with abſolute ſubmiſſion. Remember the con- 
duft of Job under a_ moſt accumulated afflic- 
tion: © The LORD. gave,” ſays he,.« and 
the LORD. hath taken away ; bleſſed be the 
name of the LORD,” p 


Bvp 


La ] 
But, we are too apt-40 miſtake the nature-of 
our enjoyments—to. place tdo:high a. value on 
them-—atid to forget; that they may be: takery 
from-:us : | Hendce-/it/ is that - our trials come 
unexpectedly, and are mich: harder: tobe 


borne; 4 44 £7 


, | 3 


No\.tfbth /is-more{ genetally- received thart 
thi, : that all the: bleſſings. we enjoy-! are 
lent. t0:us ; and that G OD hath- a right £9 
take them from us, when he pleaſeth; Why 
then - repine ?-—Mevrn we. may, inurmiur we 
muſt not; nor ſhall weziif we'ſfectherinfluence 
of this/ facred ſaying" Know: that: Þ am! G:O-D, 
—and that divine, corrections /ariſe not» from 
error. or reſentment.—+<: He is/a rock; his 
way 4s'perfect ; /a»G OD of truth; and with= 
om-iniquity juſt and)right. 1s he?” Hig nnft« 
nite-wifdom ' excludes the poſſibilicy:ofrerror 
and the benignity of his nature, that of unne« 
ceffary chaſtiſement. 


© ww 


(4/15 ye have -forgorter,” ſays'the Apol- 
flez" 2he/ex/Hrortation Which ſpeaketh'unco you 
C as 


18 ] 

a3-unto children: My ſon, deſpiſe not thou the 
chaſtening- of the-L O R D,-nor faint when 
thou-/art rebuked of 'him';© For whom : the 
LOR:D loveth he chaſtenerh, and ſcourgeth 
Every /ſon whom he: receiveth, Furthermore 
Ya have had fathers of our fleſh who correed 
{ us, and we gave them reverence : Shall we-not 
much rather -be'in. ſubzeChon to the Father: of 
fpirits; and hve ?-;,For'they-'verily for! a few 
days chaſtened us after their own pleaſure; bur 
he: for our-profit, that we-mightrbe partakers of 
his holinefs/” Heb. x11. 5-514. Hence we 
learn; that-rthe afflictions of believers are father- 
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Wy en —_ "May. ret \ſatisfied, thac 


L OR! D-pitieth p mo who feax: him. 
krioweth our frame; he (remembereth that we 
are duſt,” He will therefore corredtus inmea- 
fare; not'in'his anger, leſt he iſhould bring” us 
w nothing. . | 


© to crown the whole, he will cauſe theſe 

| & Light-afMictions, which-arc-but for a moment, 
' to wark for-us afar more exceeding and cternal 
, weight 
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weight of glory z .while ,we look: not at: the 
things that are ſeen, |but at the things.that are 
not ſeen : For the things that are ſeen, are 
temporal; but the. things. that ace not ſeeng/are 
eternal,”  True,indeed, <* No affliction for:the 
preſent 1s joyous, but grievous ; nevertheleſs, in 
the end, it. yieldeth the peaceable fruits. of righte» 
ouſneſs.to them who are exerciſed thereby.”?.., 


IT has often. been the caſe, that believers 


have. reaped the. greateſt. ſpiritual . advantages 
from-their greateſt trials, | 
© Afflittion is the' good man's ſhining ſcent';'* i 
Proſperity obſcures his brighteſt ray; © ij 
As night to ftars, woe luſtre gives ta man F. 


”.. 


TXxz obje& of theſe conſiderations 1s,-to proy 
mote-that temper which the text” inculcates; 
even a/patient waiting upon the L ORD in 
the day\of trouble. 


From this ſubjze& would naturally. ariſe z + 
variety of important. reflections; but I ſhall _- 1 | 
| . confine ©; 

+ Night Thoughts. | e 


( 40 ] 
confine myſelf to the mn vecaſion hve on 
ſax: EIN OO 0- 


- Dangus the remains of our phate friend— 
he leeps | in -death—and the place that has Jong 
known him with / peculiar pleafore, ſhall know 
him' no more.—He ated his part in life with 
honour to himſelf, and advantage to the world— 
his end was peace, and his memory 1s precious. 


PzxRars there is nothing more a;fcult than 
to give charaters ; we ſay 'too much for ſome, 
and too little for others ; but in this inſtance; the 
deceaſed was too well known, and his charafter 
too long eſtabliſhed, 40 need any. commendation 
from me. Yet I wiſh to gratify my preſent 
feelings, by ſaying, that for twenty years I have 
enjoyed an intimate and pleaſing acquaintance 
with him, - and knew him well.—He was 
the affefionate huſband—the tender father— 
the compaſſionate maſter—the dutiful ſon—the 
loving brother—and the Ready, faithful friend. 

He took much pains, by reading and'by con- 
verſation, to-1nform his mind ; and had acquired 


© general 


Li 1 
general knowledge * 1\Bor * religion was his '# 
vourite" ſobjeR. T6! Chriſtianity in" gerieral, 
as founded on a folnefs of evidence, and to its 
peculiar 'dodrines, © he "was firmly attached, 
Atid'from his uniform'temiper—his fove to the 
goſpel, and” to pious 'met—together with his 
many” ahd* generous” exertions to promote the 
cauſe of Chriſt; we may ſafely conclude,” that he 
had tafted thar the *L ORD is gracious.— 
Therefore we forrow "not as they who have 
no hope.” He wis a" Baptiſt from” principle, 
and a lover of good" men” of all denomina- 
rions. © Bleſſed” with opulence, he 'was ready 
to"aiftribute to public! and to private uſes.—In 
is death, the College ith this place—this Church 
and Soctety—the town'of Providence—and the 
general intereſts of religion, learning and liber- 
ty, have loſt a friend indeed ;- but moſt of all 
his amiable , family and connexions,—To the 
diſtrefſed widow—the fatherleſs children Fan 
aged mother yrs on the” brink of the 


grave— 


+ Mr. Bzown left 75} a ſon and a day 
both of age.——We heartily wiſh they may, through ife, 
aft hdr. of ſuch a father ; of which, at preſent, there 
jo & pleaſing proſpeR. 


«4 
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vith, every qther:weeping relative, L-beg;leave 
to ſay—ye.wiſh you-a bleſſing from the houlc 
of the, LO R-D—that you may find, every 
ſupport that religion.can afford, you, under this 
foleman. viſication,z. and be enabled to improve it 
to_ your own, , ſpiritual, adyantage,; and the 
of, .G O.D,- He has, viſited- you With 
ach Upon breach-—you haye, been in deaths 
+ Three: months haye ſcarce paſſed, ſince 
a, very promiſing/youth C ſuddenly fell a vic- 
tim-to.the Groke, of death... And. to-day the 

ther follows his accompliſhed, -much loved 
Pp, tothe hovſe appointed -for all livinge— 
But,l-ſtop,._ leſt you. be iwallowed. yp with 
nee; fy May grace, mercy: and 

FF O peace, 


to xedachenbent gory we __ nine per- 


Þ@. $9: buried out of thi 5A ; Mr. Brown 
hw ſotto forme wife, fax and x ſervant; 


®'T5 T5 MEN weleahs' catalogue muſt be added, ei 


th, ve x ( Profeſſor "of mental- Philoſophy i 
College, the am and pious brother of foam 
depaed' friend ; who died December, 1785, to the un- 
hes grief of his family and acquaintance. 

. Browns, aged 16; who died the 28th of 
- Hehad juſt finiſhed his ed 


at 
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peace, reſt vp01-you3%knd as your-txy is,- may 
your ftrength:be.” Tn'life; wy: you be uſefel 
and' bappy—in/ death, tiamphent through the 
grace'thatis-in CPIRPST- F 'E 8'U S';" an; 


finally,” may you eeet'! your © pious' departed 
friends in that world whereyoeur joy thall-be full? 


Your” friends fineertly ſympathize withyou, 
my*brethren-of >this-Charel# and' 'Society, under 
your" prefent great Jobs. * *G'O D'' hath "been 
pleaſed -to-remove-froth you the'man who loved 
your intereſt, and was always ready to'protiote 
it,  Hig*exampte (ih worthy of firviedde#';7 "for 
he was conftant” arid* Rrious itr his- - attehdance 
on the-public worthip 16F'G O'D<nbr. would 
he -excuſe his family''in the omiffion 'of -this 
important /duty, wales wdree® d by whiypig0 
—_ oeCurrences, av 6-4! | ot, "w 
A +2 lis vw mT -- 111) 2m ; £9 17 

His. Jens 194 toud call to yok epectally 
who have:grown up' with him,” and -are of his 
"45 MH yivis 913 Dias bY 


at College, and gave every mark of an uncommon genius. 
His friends-were flattered, oſ his wo proſeote pleaſing. - But 
death hath nipped this beaut ower in the bud, 
* Not loſt, but gone befo ow is « ſentiment full of con- 
ſolation to mourners, as it reſpeRts believers, 


44 ] 


with filent, but- perſyaſive eloquence :——* Be 
ye alſo ready z for in ſuch ,an-bour. as, ye think 
not,. the Son of: Man-comerh.! , And. blefſed 
Is that ſervant, whom his Lord,, when he com- 
eth; ſhall find.ſo doing. | 


Nox./i is the call to; you. .only,;.but to. all;rof 
whatever,age or, character. —We ſtand equally 
expolſcd to the ſtroke of death, which falls alike 
en..all, whether young or old... Indeed, my 


friends, ..it will be a moſt ſolemn, thing to die. 
This truth, pow. affeRting, will.be, more ſa when 
death. approaches, and eternity: opens to; your 
view... . You -may. hurry, along, through. life, 
amidft the calls,of buſineſs and company, and 
hold religion at a.diſtance ; but in; the hour. of 
death, when your fleſh and your heart fail, you 
will want its ſupport. May we all be fo happy 
a39/to be 11], and know that the: LOR IN he 
is G O.D—o. whom belong chekingdom, the 
Poyer and the glory,—Amen, 


Swlzvy nomimogny as! to dine * 15 v9 9064 © 
5» ,nelz51q, co: baton ud bas hors 
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The following Sketch of the CnarxcTar" of the | ; 
Deceaſed appeared in the Providence Gazette JT 
of June 4, 1791. 7 


() Sunday laſt, near the middle of the *, 
day, departed this life, at his houſe in this town, | 
NICHOLAS” BROWN, Eſq; it _ | 
62d year of his age. v' 


Or late years he had laboured under many $ 
infirmicies, but without being confined tro his 
chamber till the laſt winter. He had fo far re- 
covered his ſtrength” as to rake the air in plea- 
ſant weather, and |had been 'out three: or four | 
miles that morning ; after which the hand of & 
death; by a ſudden and gentle ſtroke;"relieyed o. 
him from the cares of this mortal life; 


af ' 3 | 
FROM his early youth he had been exerciſed f | 
in.mercantile buſineſs,” and thereby acquired a * [ 


— 


yery. ample fortune; but his ſucceſs in trade 4 
was not more' remarkable than his diligence + 4 
regularity and pun&uality, M 

D Fl 


[i ] 

His genius was too copious and enterprizing 
to be cngroſſed by one oft. The intereſts 
of government, learning and religion, eſpecially 
the latter, lay near his heart. He loved- his 
- country, he rejoiced in her freedom, he exulted 
' In the eſtabliſhment of her government.—The 
public buildings in the town of Providence, 
ſacred to religion and ſcience, are monuments 
of his liberality. His purſe was open at every 
call of virtue and learning, without regard to 
ſect or party, 


-Hz 'was an early, perſeyering and zealous 
patron of the College in this town, and a moſt 
exemplary member of the Baptiſt Society. The 
language of his conduct was, like that of the 
Patriarch of old,—*< 4s for me, aud my houſe, we 
will ſerve the LORD.'—His religious zeal 
was the effet of a rational convidtion of the 
great truths of the Chriſtian revelation ; truths 
which had been his ſtudy/for many years,” and 
in which his knowledge was deep and extenſive. 
His' awful reverence for the Deity impreſſed 
every one who' heard him fpeak,' or faw him 

| | - write; 
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write®, the facred'/name of the” Great Creator 
and Governor of the World. 


Hz was, from ſentiment, a lover of all man- * 
kind—eſpecially of good men, He was not 
aſhamed of the goſpel of Chriſt ; but deemed it | 
an honour to be reckoned among, or to ſhew 
hoſpitality to, the pooreſt of his diſciples. A 


Hrs manners were plain and fincere, He 33 
was a faithful friend, and a good companion, T, 
His general knowledge of the world, of books! : 


fulneſs of his invention, furniſhed Ges on all 3 
occaſions with inexhauftible funds of entertain- © 


ing converſation... 


He eſtimated worldly objeQts too wiſely to 
be fond of office, popularity, or the pageantry K 
of riches : He uſed, however, to take no leſs + 
pains to advance good men to public offices, - S ; 
than fo ayoid then himſelf——and always. threw bt 
the weight of his influence into the ſcale "4 


Juſtice and humanity ; and as in his life he was | 
univer- 


* It was his cuſtom, and he often defired others, co / 
write it in capitals, 


3s. 
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iiniverſally eſteemed, ſo at;his death he was 
univerſally lamented. 


In him the public have loſt a good citizen; 
and a defender of the rights of men—the Col- 
lege," a | Maceha=thic * religious - Society tO 
which he belonged, an ornamental and" main 
pillar—the circle of his acquaintance, a faithful 
counſellor and ffiend :=-His family have loſt 
; but their loſs 1s not to be expreſſ- 


ed—his diſconſolate widow and weeping chil- 
dren—his aged mother—his brothers, and his 
lonely fiſter, beſt know the virtues of his pri- 


vate life—virtues that will endear his memory 
to them, while the power of. memory laſts. 


On Tueſday his remains, after having been 
carried to the Baptiſt meeting-houſe (where a 
ſermon was .preached by the Reverend Dr, 
STILLMAN, of Boſton) were decently interred at 
the north burying-place in this town, attended 
by a numerous train of weeping relatives and 
friends, aſſembled to give. the laſt proof of 
their affeftionate attachment to the deceaſed, 
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